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The Inverted Pyramid 
Journalists tradi onally use what is referred to as the ‘Inverted Pyramid’ as their formula for 
wri ng. The ‘need to know’ informa on comes at the top and the ‘nice to know’  informa on is  
located farther down the pyramid.  Informa on is priori zed,  the top of the pyramid will have the 
significant informa on (the lead) and the middle (the body)  and the bo om (the tail) will have the 
less significant or less important informa on.  Typically the Who, What, When and Where will  
occur at the top of the pyramid usually within the lead. 

The Lead  
Most important informa on. 

The Body  
Other relevant informa on.   

The Tail  
The nice to  

have informa on. 


