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What is Climate? 
Weather is what is currently happening with the sun, the temperature , 
the wind and the precipita on outside in the air between the clouds 
and the ground. Climate is different than weather.  Climate is what 
weather is like for long periods of me. Long periods of me for climate usually refers to 
what the weather is like for over three decades or 30 years. Climate is what the pa erns 
of long term weather are in any par cular region. Climate refers to the average tempera-
tures and sunshine over 30 years for a specific region. Climate refers to the average rain-
fall or precipita on  over a specific region over a long period of me. Climate refers to 
the average wind and wind speed over longer periods of me. Climate refers to the 
weather averages over long periods of me. Weather helps us decide what we wear 
each day but climate helps us decide what types of clothing we need for each season. 
Different regions have different climates, one region might have long, hot, humid sum-
mers and another season might have long, hot, dry summers. There are many factors 
that affect climate: the sun and how close the region is to the equator, (la tude) dis-
tance from the oceans, wind, type of land and clouds.  The main difference between cli-
mate and weather is that weather is referring to short term and climate is referring to 
long term. The rain forest is a region that has a wet and warm climate yet the desert has 
a dry and hot climate and the polars have a climate that has long and cold winters. 

 Ques ons: 
  
    In your own words, define climate. 
 
    What is the difference between climate and weather? 
 
    What factors can affect climate? 
 
    Describe what the climate is like where you live. 
 
Why does the equator affect climate? 
 
     Describe the climate for the 4 seasons where you live. 


