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What type of lever is this soda pop can tab? 
 
Explain why a soda pop can tab is a lever. 
 
Label the fulcrum, effort/force and load and identify which type of 
lever the soda pop can tab  is. 

The soda pop can tab  is a Class ________ 
lever.  
I know this because_____________________ 
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ANSWERS 
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What type of lever is this soda pop can tab? 
 
Explain why a soda pop can tab is a lever. 
 
Label the fulcrum, effort/force and load and identify which type of 
lever the soda pop can tab  is. 

The soda pop can tab actually starts as a  
d class 2 lever because the tip of the tap is 
the fulcrum and the rivet the load,  howev-
er, it then changes the moment the can 
opens to a first class lever as the load is 
then at the tip and the fulcrum the rivet. 
lever.   
 
This is a tricky one, however, young learners 
who clearly understand the concept should 
merely be able to rationalize why it’s a class 
1 or class 2 lever. 
 
See explanation: 
http://www.engineerguy.com/videos/video-pop-
can.htm 
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